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Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

In reply to the March 3, 2008 Election of Species Requirement, Applicants 
provisionally elect Species of independent claim 4, with traverse . At least claims 4 and 5 
read on the elected species and at least claim 4 is generic to all species. 

The Office Action states, "The species are as follows: Please select one of the 
embodiments in independent claims 1, 4, 6, 8 and 10." Later, the Office Action states, "The 
following claim(s) are generic: 1, 4, 6, 8 and 10." Further, the Office Action states that the 
species lack the same or corresponding special technical feature, because "each species has 
distinct structure and/or composition, and there is not evidence that they are obvious 
variants." See Office Action at page 2, lines 7 and 18-22. 

Claims 1, 4, 6, 8 and 10 are not separate species, but are independent claims that 
include different claim features. Thus, the Office Action is not an Election of Species 
Requirement, but an invalid Restriction Requirement. Under PCT Rule 13.1, an application 
shall relate to one invention only or to a group of inventions so linked as to form a single 
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general inventive concept ("requirement of unity of invention"). Under PCX Rule 13.2, the 
requirement of unity of invention shall be fulfilled only when there is a technical relationship 
among those inventions involving one or more of the same or corresponding special technical 
features. The expression "special technical features" shall mean those technical features that 
define a contribution which each of the claimed inventions, considered as a whole, makes 
over the prior art. See MPEP § 1 850. 

Claims 1-12 have unity of invention. The "special technical feature" is "An anti- 
reflection film for a plasma display, comprising: a transparent substrate film, an anti- 
reflection layer provided on one surface of the transparent substrate film, and an unwanted 
light shielding layer." Thus, the Election of Species/Restriction Requirement under PCT Rule 
13.1 and PCT Rule 13.2 is improper, because claims 1-12 have unity of invention. 

It is also respectfully submitted that the subject matter of all species and claims is 
sufficiently related that a thorough search for the subject matter of any one species and claim 
would encompass a search for the subject matter of the remaining species and claims. Thus, 
it is respectfully submitted that the search and examination of the entire application could be 
made without serious burden. See MPEP §803 in which it is stated that "if the search and 
examination of an entire application can be made without serious burden, the examiner must 
examine it on the merits, even though it includes claims to independent or distinct inventions" 
(emphasis added). It is respectfully submitted that this policy should apply in the present 
application in order to avoid imnecessary delay and expense to Applicants and duplicative 
examination by the Patent Office. 
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Thus, withdrawal of the Election of Species Requirement is respectfully requested. 




James A. Oliff 
Registration No. 27,075 
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